[Prolonging life at any cost? Ethical attempts at new personal freedom regarding and and the end of life].
The prolongation of life to its extremes "at any cost" has been criticized for decades. The courts have endorsed patient autonomy and patient rights. The number of advance directives has increased considerably. The medical community did after all react appropriately, e.g., by codes of ethics or guidelines. The situation is now in danger of overreaction. The problems of lopsided self-determination are at stake. A new culture of negotiated medical constraint needs both doctor and patient as partners ready to learn how to walk the narrow ridge between overtreatment and just individual choice.